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Puffin Class News Puffin Class have been having a 
lot of fun settling in to our new 
class and routines. We have been 
making friends and learning lots of 
new things. We particularly enjoy 
putting on our waterproofs and 
wellies and walking down to the 
Cottage for Forest School with 
Geoff. The first week we got 
very, very wet in the pouring rain, 
but last week the sun was shining 
and we learned how to use the 
hand drill to drill a hole in a 
conker. 
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Governors’ Corner 
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Updated Class Governors 

 

 

Felicity 

 

 

 

Ian  

 

 

 

Awaiting new Parent Governor - 
currently covered by Matt. 

 

 

Heather  

 

 

 

Matt 

 

 

 

Colin 

 

 

 

 

Sheila 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul 
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If you have any suitable items to donate for any of the stalls, please drop them into the office. Many thanks for your support.  

Raffle Tickets for Autumn Fayre 
 
We now have raffle tickets on 
sale for the Whitwell autumn 
Fayre.  
 
They cost £1.00 a strip. The 
money can be sent into school in 
a named envelope, stating how 
many strips you wish to receive, 
and we will send the 
raffle tickets home in the home/
school books. 
 
Or they can be 
bought from 
reception at 
Medina House School. 

REMINDER OF DLA TRAINING AT 9.30am on MONDAY 11th NOVEMBER 

As outlined in the training booklet that you were sent at the beginning of this term, we are hosting a session 
with an HR specialist which will support you to complete a DLA application form as it will include advice 
regarding the correct terminology to use. To date, only 4 parents have signed up for this session. This is very 
surprising given the amount of requests Sammi gets every week to support parents to apply or re-apply for 
DLA. If we do not get more interest, this session will have to be cancelled which would be very disappointing. 
All parents who attended this last time we facilitated it, found it hugely useful and so I would urge you to try to 
attend if your child receives DLA or if you feel you will be eligible to apply in the future. Supporting parents to 
fill in DLA forms is part of Sammi's role, but with the increased number of children in school, she may not be 
able to respond as quickly as she could previously to requests for help, and therefore, it would be beneficial 
for you to attend this advice session so that forms could at least be started by you. If you would like to attend, 
please contact Sammi or Sharon in the office. 
Julie Stewart 

School News 

Autumn Fancy Dress Party 

We will be having a fancy dress party in school next Friday (18th October). A donation of £1 to raise 

money for the school would be greatly appreciated. We are looking forward to seeing all the children’s 

fabulous dress up outfits.  

 

Dance Live! Feb 2020 at the Portsmouth 
Guildhall 

We are pleased to announce that the 
Portsmouth Guildhall Trust are putting on a 
new dance competition which we will be 
taking part in. If your child is 7 by the 
beginning of February you will have received 
a letter and forms - please return them by 
MONDAY 14th October at the latest! 

The Boots Flu Clinic will be held 
on Wednesday 6th November at 
school. Packs were sent home last 
week. Please can these be 
completed and returned by Tuesday 
15th October, as any late forms 
may not be accepted. 

Anna, School Nurse. 
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External 
Items 

Family Support Worker 

There will be a parent/carer Coffee Morning NEXT 
Wednesday 16th October from 9am at MHS. 

From 9am—10am we will be joined by Leanne Curelli, 
who is the Educational Psychologist for this area. 

Leanne works closely with the school, and she will be 
talking about her role and the service she 

provides. Between 10am—11am there will be 
a normal coffee morning and the chance to 

catch up with other parents and carers.  

Sammi. 

BESPOKE MAKATON TRAINING FOR PARENTS/CARERS 

We will be running a training session on Thursday 7th 

November. 

At 10am to 2pm @ Medina House School. 

*PLEASE BRING A PACKED LUNCH. DRINKS WILL BE PROVIDED.* 

Trainer: Shannon Nihell, Regional Makaton Tutor 

Intended Impact: To enable you and other family members to 

communicate with your child and their peers, to help ease 

frustration at home and when you’re out & about. 

We have plenty of places left on this training session. Please 

call Sharon or Sammi if you would like to attend. 

Reminder – Training is for adults only as sorry we have no 

crèche facilities.  

REMINDER— 

Although the clothes bin has now been removed from Medina 

Cottage, Astra Recycling are still able to collect bags of recyclable clothing, bedding & 

shoes.  They are on the island every fortnight. If you would like to donate items for 

recycling please drop them into reception at Medina Cottage, Green Street. As before, 

the school earns back money for each donation made.  
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Press release from The Isle of Wight Council - 
If you have any comments or you wish to discuss anything, please send an email to housing@iow.gov.uk   
addressed to Jamie Brenchley, with the subject: Winter Shelter.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Isle of Wight Council to provide winter shelter for those experiencing homelessness 
 
A new safe place for homeless people to take shelter in during the colder winter months is to be 
provided by the Isle of Wight Council. 
  
The local authority is opening an emergency winter shelter at the former Barton Primary School 
site in Newport. 
  
As well as providing rough sleepers with a warm, safe place to sleep and hot food, in the coldest 
months, the shelter will enable the council to make contact with this very vulnerable group of 
people so it can help find a permanent solution to their housing needs. 
  
Councillor Clare Mosdell, Cabinet member for adult social care, public health and housing needs, 
said the council was very clear that no one should have to sleep rough. 
  
She said: "Living on the streets is one of the most dangerous, frightening and isolating experiences 
anyone could face. In previous years, a variety of churches have done a brilliant job in providing 
rolling emergency night shelter provision and we pay tribute to all of the faith leaders for their 
compassion and commitment in opening churches for the night. However, I believe we should not 
have to rely on others to fund such a vital service. As a council, we have a moral duty of care for our 
residents and, for that reason, I have worked hard to ensure we can provide what should be a basic 
human right given to everyone — safe shelter. This type of initiative illustrates how the council can 
make use of its facilities to aid those most in need. For me, it is about building trust and helping people 
to turn their lives around."  
  
The council is commissioning the Salvation Army, an expert in homeless services, to lead the 
service which will offer much more than just a safe sanctuary for the night. 
  
In many cases, people experiencing homelessness are already facing multiple complexities, which 
are compounded further by spending even one night sleeping on the street. 
 
Those in need on the Island will be provided with a caring arm to help them rebuild their lives and 
address the reasons for their rough sleeping. The service will also help people access the support 
they need, such as welfare benefits or healthcare. 
  
The council is being supported by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 
through the winter fund it has made available, helping towards site renovation costs and service 
delivery. The local authority has worked closely with organisations within the local community, 
including Medina House School, to ensure all potential risks posed by the winter shelter are 
mitigated. 
  
The ward councillor, Geoff Brodie, said: “We used to have a winter homeless shelter at the current 
Barton Primary School site after Downside Middle School closed in 2011, but that had to close after 
winter 2015 due to the Barton school move. I am pleased to see the old Barton school being used for 
something that is sadly still much needed by those unfortunate enough to be without a roof over their 
head.”  

mailto:housing@iow.gov.uk
https://iow-newsroom.prgloo.com/news/isle-of-wight-council-to-provide-winter-shelter-for-those-experiencing-homelessness
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Dates for your Diary 

Wednesday 16th October—Parent/Carer Coffee Morning at MHS 

Friday 18th October—Autumn Fancy Dress Party at MHS 

Monday 21st Oct to Friday 1st November—Half Term 

Monday 4th November—Development Day 

Children return to school on Tuesday 5th November 

Wednesday 6th November—Boots Flu Clinic at School 

Thursday 7th November—Bespoke Makaton Parent/Carer Training 

Saturday 9th November—Autumn Fayre & Grand Auction 

Monday 11th November—DLA Parent/Carer Session 

Thursday 21st November—Makaton Topic Words Parent/Carer Training 

Thursday 28th November—Shared Attention Parent/Carer Training 

    NAME           CLASS   AREA OF ACHIEVEMENT 

Evan Seashell For excellent communication and moving objects by pushing and 
pulling . Well done Evan! 

Riley Dolphin For being more willing to try new experiences, for expressing his 
lunch choices clearly and for using PECs on the IPad with focus 
and enthusiasm!   

Riley Puffin For beginning to use the IPad PECs app well, becoming more 
enthusiastic and expressive with his signing and doing good work 
in Literacy and Maths.  

Dylan Jellyfish For brushing his teeth and following the daily timetable in the 
Dylan way!   

Rhys Seal For using his strong leg muscles to cycle round and round the 
playground.   

Grace Stingray For great sitting and participation, and being totally focused in 
circle and story time.  

George Seahorse For excellent sentence construction and letter formation during 
Literacy.  

Jessica & Imogen Starfish For initiating and turn taking in their own game of playing with 
the scented cotton wool snowballs.  

Tilly Shark For fantastic work in writing and drawing.  

Gianluca Penguin For being an amazing member of the school council and 
remembering the other council members’ names and classes. 

Flynn Turtle For reading all the symbols in the daily timetable using his 
words!!  

WITH  BEST WISHES   

JULIE  STEWART 


