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Dear Parents/Carers, 

They say time flies when you’re having fun and that really 
has been the case as the Autumn Term has flown by! 
It has been a busy one, where all the children have been 
learning both in school and the local community. 
 
 There have been lots of exciting trips to Carisbrooke 
Castle, the Roman Villa, Osborne House, local parks, Busy 
Bees and the local library, to name but a few.  In addition, 
Year 6 pupils went to the special celebration in Winchester 
Cathedral, along with the 29 special schools in Hampshire, 
which got everyone into the Christmas spirit. On the 
sporting front, a group of KS2 pupils represented the 
school at a new age kurling and boccia festival and did us 
proud! 
 
The school council have also been really busy arranging a lot 
of exciting events, including the sponsored walk and cake 
sale for Jeans for Genes, which raised over £1,000. 
 
Last but not least, I am sure you will agree that all of the 
children have surpassed themselves this week in their 
amazing performances, which just get better every year. 
That does not happen by magic and so I would like to take 
the opportunity to thank both the fabulous Medina House 
Staff team for their hard work and you for your unfailing 
support, all of which empowers our incredible children to be 
the best they can be every day. 
 
I wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year - I hope that Santa is generous to you all! 
We look forward to seeing the children 
again on Monday the 6th January 2020! 
 
Best Wishes, 
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Attendance 

 

Very well done to the following children for having 100% attendance this term - 

James A, Caymen-Lee, Zara-Louise, Katie, Noah, Amber, Kenzie, James D, 
Eleanor, George D, Dylan, Riley E, Jayden, Joey, Dillon, Phoebe M, 
Flynn M, Tilly, Harrison, Charlie Pl, Savannah, Alfie S, Lacey, Ryan, 

Rosie & Karl. 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE—AUTUMN TERM 2019 

 

We know that many of the children at Medina House will have medical appointments to attend.  
Please can we ask that wherever possible, medical appointments are made outside of school hours, 
as these do impact on our school’s attendance figures.  Of course, we do understand that it is not 
always possible to rearrange such appointments, but if you could bear this in mind, it would be most 
appreciated.  Thank you . 

If you know your child is going to be absent from school for any reason, i.e.  Medical  appointments 
etc., please complete an “Absence Request” form in advance and return to the school.  Blank forms 
are available from the school office and The Cottage.  Thank you. 

If your child is too unwell to attend school, please ring the school office (or The Cottage) to 
inform us by 8.30am if possible. Thank you. 

Whole School Attendance—year to date (02.09.19—13.12.19) = 92.55% 

National Average for Special Schools—90.3% 

Attendance by Class—Year to date (02/09/19—13/12/19) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The class with the best attendance this term is SHARK CLASS, with a fantastic 98.31%. Well 
done, Shark Class! 

Coral 82.86% 

Seashell 90.97% 

Dolphin 91.13% 

Jellyfish 93.91% 

Puffin 90.12% 

Seal 92.74% 

Stingray 89.16% 

Penguin 92.51% 

Seahorse 97.68% 

Starfish 91.22% 

Turtle 94.01% 

Shark 98.31% 
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 We raised a 
fabulous £71 last 
Friday (Christmas 
Jumper Day), this 

will be going to Save 
the Children. 

Thank you. 

School News 

Well done to all the children for their marvellous performances in  the Christmas Nativity plays. It 

was lovely to see them taking part. Here is a selection of photos of the children in their costumes.  



4 

External Item 

The children return to school on Monday 6th January 2020.  

Family Support Worker News 

MAKATON TOPIC WORDS AND SYMBOLS FOR NEXT 

HALF TERM. 

We will be running a training session on THURSDAY 16th 

January 2020. 

At 9.30am to 11.30am @ Medina House School. 

Trainer: Shannon Nihell, Regional Makaton Tutor 

Intended Impact: To demonstrate and teach the topic words 

and symbols used this half term by your child in school. This 

is an ideal opportunity to further your ability to communicate 

with your child about their school day and what they are 

being taught in school. 

Reminder - Training is for adults only as sorry we have no crèche 

facilities. 

The first Parent/Carer Coffee Morning 

of 2020 will be on Wednesday 22nd 

January at Medina House School, 

between 9am and 11am.  

We will be joined by Marcia who is our 

Emotional Literacy Support Assistant 

at school, and Angie who is a FEIPS 

Practitioner (Play Therapist). They will 

be at the coffee morning at 9am to talk 

briefly about what they do in school. 

I hope to see you there, 

Sammi 

Consultation Notice – Reduction in Brighstone CE Primary School Published Admissions Number (PAN) 
Monday 16 December 2019 until Monday 27 January 2020  
  
In accordance with 1.42 of the Schools Admissions Code the Governing Body for Brighstone CE Primary School is consulting on the 
Admissions Arrangements for September 2021 because changes are proposed. The amendment is:  
•To reduce the Published Admission Number at Brighstone CE Primary School from 30 to 15 places in Reception with effect from 
September 2021. This means that the number of places available for children in Reception in 2021 and all subsequent Reception cohorts 
will be 15. This is the only proposed change to the admission criteria, all other criteria, including oversubscription, will remain the same. 
A full version of the proposed changes to the admission arrangements is attached and hard copies are available from the school office. 
Comments on the proposed admissions arrangements should be sent by email to: 
office@brighstoneprimary.org.uk  
  
or by post to: 
Brighstone CE Primary School,  
New Road,  
Brighstone,  
Isle of Wight,  
PO30 4BB 
  
by midnight on Monday 27 January 2020  
 Teresa Fox 
Headteacher - Brighstone CofE Primary School 

As part of the Medina House School Parent Training Programme 
for Spring 2020, we are offering an Autism Awareness Course 
with AET Training (Autism Education Trust) . 

Intended Impact – Basic Autism awareness and needs of 
individuals on the spectrum. Making sense of autism. 

Learning Objectives— 

 Identify the four key areas of difference that need to be 
taken into account. 

 Know the importance of understanding the individual 
pupil and their profile strengths and areas for 
development. 

 Identify the key areas to help pupils on the autism 
spectrum build positive relationships with staff, peers, 
families and people in the community. 

 Develop an awareness of the sensory and 
communication differences that pupils may experience.  

Date— Tuesday 28th January 1.00pm – 2.30pm 

Trainer – Rachel Hayden. 

Location – MHS. 

The cost of this course is £3.50 (to be paid beforehand to secure 
a place.) If you would like to attend, please let me know by 
Thursday 16th January at the latest. 

Thank you so much to Eleanor's Grandad, 
who raised a fabulous £210 for the 
school, by hosting a quiz night at The Mill 
Bay Inn, in Ventnor last night. 

The money will be going towards Music Therapy. 

Thank you to everyone who took part.  

mailto:office@brighstoneprimary.org.uk
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 Coral   Callie             
      Seashell   Chelsea        

 Dolphin   Clark                                                                                                  
       Jellyfish   Jaxon        

  Seal   Morgan  

     Stingray   Luca             

Penguin   Milly                    Puffin    Freddie 

        Seahorse   Riley 

   Starfish   Katie           

       Turtle   Noah 

    Shark   Caymen-Lee                    

WITH  BEST WISHES   

JULIE  STEWART 

Dates for your Diary 

Monday 23rd December—Development Day 

Tuesday 24th December — Friday 3rd January — Christmas Break 

Children return to school on Monday 6th January 2020 

Thursday 16th January 2020 — Makaton Topic Words and Symbols Training for 
Parents/Carers 

Wednesday 22nd January 2020 — Parent/Carer Coffee Morning at MHS 

Tuesday 28th January 2020 — Autism Awareness Course at MHS 

 
 


