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Dear Parents/Carers, 

                                                   Staying in Touch during the Covid-19 Restrictions  

 
I hope that this finds you and your family well in the strange times we find ourselves in. The school will 
be closed for a deep clean over the first week of the holidays so would like to take this opportunity to 
say Happy Easter to you and yours – I hope the Easter Bunny manages to find his way to you in spite of 
social distancing rules! 

 

 

 
 

Learning at Home 
Thank you to everyone who has sent me beautiful photos which are now up in my office showing the 
hard work many of you are doing at home. It is fabulous for us to see the progress they are still making 
and staff have really appreciated seeing the resources they have made being put to good use. I realise 
that for many of our children, home and school are very separate and therefore they may struggle to do 
what they see as ‘school work’ at home but just use these very strange times to have fun together if you 
can. Remember, the most important thing is to keep their communication skills going and to enjoy each 
other’s company. Baking together ticks literacy, numeracy and self help boxes and gardening together is 
science – it is a great time of year to plant seeds!  There is no expectation that you have to replicate 

             Medina House School 

                         School Lane 

                             Newport 

                        Isle of Wight 

                           PO30 2HS 
 

                Tel : 01983 522917 

                 

       e-mail : admin@medinahouse.iow.sch.uk 

 website : medinahouseschool.co.uk 

email: juliestewart@medinahouse.iow.sch.uk 

 



Medina House continues to be a Good School – Ofsted 2018  

 

school. However, if your child is responding well to school resources – don’t forget to let whoever rings 
you from your child’s team on a weekly basis know if you need more. Staff are available to facilitate that 
and also, check out the school website where we are uploading new links etc on a regular basis  

 

Current Situation  
We have remained open this week as you are aware for those children and families who needed us – 
particularly where parents are key workers. I am aware that many of you are going to judge the situation 
again after Easter. Rachel or I will be making phone calls in the second week of the Easter holidays to 
establish exactly how many children will be in to ensure that we can provide safe staffing levels. If you 
have informed us that you are social distancing until further notice, we will not be ringing you, but please 

feel free to email me directly using juliestewart@medinahouse.iow.sch.uk if your situation has changed. 

 

Easter Holidays  
As you are all aware, the school building and facilities will be available to direct payment workers and or 
parents who wish to access them from 10am – 2pm on Tues 14th, Weds 15th, Thurs 16th and Fri 17th 
April – in recognition that although direct payments and personal budgets will continue, all the usual 
places that would be accessed will be closed. Currently I am aware of 3 children who wish to take up 
this offer. If you have not yet informed us of your intention to come in on one of those days, please 
email me asap so that Rob Clark our site manager who will open up and remain on site for fire 

regulations is aware of everyone who will be on site. Please remember that ANYONE ENTERING THE 

BUILDING MUST SIGN IN  AND OUT AND ALSO REMEMBER THE SOCIAL DISTANCING RULES 

as far as you can.  Your child and carers will also need to bring their own lunch as the cook will not be 
in school that week. If you have any questions, please email me.  

 

Welfare Calls  
Class teams will continue to ring you all on a weekly basis (apart from during the Easter holidays) to 
check if you have enough resources and in between those calls, please do not hesitate to ring school to 
speak to either Rachel Hayden or me (one of us will always be on site when school is open) or email 
either of us directly. 
 

Current Advice from Public Health 
The advice from Public Health England remains that if you or a member of your household experience a 
high temperature or new dry cough, you should all self isolate for 14 days. If you or your child develop 
symptoms within the 14 day self isolation period you/they must then self isolate for a further 7 days from 
the onset of symptoms.  
 
The social distancing guidance as previously shared – and on our website – also stands ie that those 
children or adults who fall in the vulnerable groups ie those who in the view of the government are at 
‘increased risk of severe illness from coronavirus (COVID-19) need to be particularly stringent in 
following social distancing measures.  
 

Moving Forward  
As things currently stand, we will be open after Easter ie from Monday 20th April to provide a care facility 
for children of key workers and any child with a social worker or currently open to Early Help who 
parents feel are safe to be in school. As I write this, the government are still advising that for most 
children home is the safest place to be but we totally understand the pressures current arrangements 
are putting on all families so if you have any questions or wish to discuss your concerns, do not hesitate 
to email me.  We anticipate the numbers will increase which is why Rachel and I will be calling parents 
on Weds 15th April to establish exact numbers for week beginning 20th April to ensure safe staffing 
levels. If you do intend for your child to return please remember (and inform them) that school will be 
very different as we are being asked provide care not education and therefore they will not be on their 
usual timetable and may not be with any familiar children or adults. We have a core team of staff who 
are available for work and wherever possible we are trying to match children to adults that know them, 
but this is not always possible. Forest school continues to be offered on the school site 3 times a week.  
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Paediatric Outpatients Appointments 
We have been informed that due to the current situation with covid-19 circulating the community all 
paediatric outpatients appointments have been postponed until further notice. If you are concerned 
about your child's health during this time please consult their GP or phone 111. Anna the school nurse is 
available via phone or email schoolnurse@medinahouse.iow.sch.uk during term time 
 

Annual Reviews  
Due to the fact that ALL children at Medina House have an EHCP and therefore an Annual Review, we 
are still continuing to do them to the statutory time frame to ensure that we do not have an impossible 
backlog when things return to normal. Therefore Christine Stroud (Annual Review Officer) will be 
emailing you a draft form of your annual review and asking for comments to be added – she will then 
add my comments and any reports from therapists. If your child’s review is due please keep checking 
your emails and spam folders to help us to stay on track with timescales. Thank you!  

 

Music Therapy 
Anna our music therapist has produced some ideas for music activities at home and has written a social 
story to explain why she is not seeing the children at the moment – these will be put on to our website 

soon for you to access.  

 

FSM 
If your child is attending school or returns to school after Easter and is entitled to free school meals or 
universal free school meals they will still be receiving a hot meal in school as we have a relief cook. If 
your child is NOT in school and is entitled to Free School Meals (based on household income), from 20th 
April, you will receive an e-voucher which can be redeemed at a supermarket of your choice. Claire Old 
(admin) will be sending out those vouchers to you on Monday 20th April.  
 Please note, these vouchers are only for those children who have entitlement to means tested FSM – 
not universal free meals (ie in key stage 1).  

 

In addition,  
I realise these are uncertain times for us all and just want to let you know that we are thinking of 
everyone in the school family and we really cannot wait to see you all again – we are all missing the 
children so much! 

 

 

If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact me by phone, in person or by email 

juliestewart@medinahouse.iow.sch.uk  

 

Best Wishes stay safe  

 

 
 

Julie Stewart (Head Teacher) 
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Stay Strong 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


