
 

Medina House School 

History 

Rationale; 
 

At Medina House School History is taught to encourage the process of enquiry; 

the search for, gathering of and recording of evidence and the interpretation 

and weighing of different sorts of evidence through experiential learning. This 

will enable pupils to: 

 

 Identify the characteristic features of the people, events and periods 

studied. 

 Develop an understanding of the chronology of the people, events and 

periods studied. 

 Develop an understanding that many aspects of life changed for people 

over time. 

 Develop an understanding that changes in the past usually resulted from 

several factors and that the consequences of those changes affected 

people differently. 

 Develop an understanding that the impact of an event, person’s actions or 

change was widespread, wide ranging or lasted for some considerable time 

(possibly into the present). 

 Develop and use historical skills to communicate the findings of historical 

studies. 
 

 

Aims of teaching History at Medina House School; 
     
Our aim in teaching History is to encourage the pupils to learn and become 

curious about the world around them in order to question and develop their 

concepts of: 
 

 

 Chronology. 

 Continuity and change. 

 Cause and consequence. 

 Historical significance. 

 Historical interpretation and enquiry. 
 

How Will These Aims be Achieved? 
 



 By treating each pupil as individuals with their own personal abilities, 

limitations, potential and attitudes 

 By ensuring all pupils can access their work in History in a Total 

Communication environment with the use of signing, switches, photographs, 

signs, symbols and hands on learning with real objects and artefacts from 

the local community. 

 By giving pupils real life experiences using the Isle of Wight Museum 

Services and English Heritage as a bank of rich resources to enhance all 

aspects of our History teaching. 

 By the use of the National Curriculum and schools scheme so work for 

History. Pupils in the EYFS will be taught History across all the 6 Areas of 

Development.     

 By working together with teachers, staff, therapists, volunteers, carers 

and parents to ensure that all pupils’ can be involved in experiencing our 

work in History to the maximum and that any barriers to their doing so are 

minimised. 

 By encouraging visiting speakers and specialists into school. 

 By allowing pupils to develop their own ideas and evaluate their own work 

and achievement. 

 By praising and encouraging achievement and positive effort. 

 By providing opportunities and challenging activities for pupils to 

experience a wide range of stimuli within school and the wider community. 

 By providing lessons that promote the pupils curiosity to learn more about 

their past and the world around them.  
 

Objectives; 
 

Following the National Curriculum and schools schemes, both key stages are 

taught knowledge, skills and understanding through specific areas of study and 

themes. 
 

Themes: 
 

 Changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to 

reveal aspects of change in national life. 

 Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 

[for example, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or 

events commemorated through festivals or anniversaries] 

 The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to 

national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare 

aspects of life in different periods (for example, Elizabeth I and Queen 

Victoria, Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Florence Nightingale). 

 Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality 



 

Historical study skills: 
 

 Historical enquiry. 

 Historical interpretation. 

 Knowledge and understanding of chronology. 

 Knowledge and understanding of terminology and communication. 

 Knowledge and understanding of similarities and difference. 

 Knowledge and understanding of cause and consequence. 
 

Curriculum Organisation; 
 

We teach History as an integral part of our topic work.  Individual planning for 

History is undertaken by class teachers within the curriculum framework (4 

year topic cycle for Key Stage 2; 2 year topic cycle and a 3 year cycle for Early 

Years/Key Stage 1) Classes plan visits into our local environment, museums and 

historical sites as part of their topic work. In addition to field trips, there are 

whole school workshops, celebrations assemblies and after school events. 
 

Curriculum Management; 
 

The curriculum co-ordinator and subject leader work together to monitor and 

develop curricular content. All teachers plan on a half termly basis, meeting in 

key stages and class teams to share ideas and resources.    
 

Assessment Recording and Reporting; 
 

Effective assessment and monitoring of History throughout the year will: 

 Identify individual progress and attainment using classroom monitor, 

EYFS profile and School Curriculum plans. 

 Facilitate curriculum continuity across Key Stages using the schools 

schemes of work and Topic cycle.  

 Enable accurate reporting to parents and any other agencies that may 

have a responsibility for students. 
 

Resources;  
 

The pupils should be encouraged to use a wide range of resources that reflect 

their individual needs and abilities. Resources are kept in the Resource 

cupboards and library.  

Teaching resources include:  
 

 Museums and Historical sites available in the Isle of Wight. 

 Learning Aids – Artefacts and equipment borrowed from museum 

services. 



 Packs of photographs, symbols and real objects related to topics.   

 Reference books. 

 Interactive Whiteboard, Computer and Sensory room programmes.  

 On-line software and desktops.  

 BBC schools clips for History.   
 

Contribution to other areas of the curriculum; 
 

History makes a significant contribution to the teaching of other subjects, 

notably Science, Literacy, ICT, RE, Art and Design Technology. There are 

opportunities to contribute to other curriculum areas, for example, citizenship 

and aspects of children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 
 

SMSC elements;  
 

It is important when teaching History that we encourage certain values and 

attitudes.  Through understanding and knowledge comes respect.  Through the 

study of significant individuals, events and periods we aim to develop children’s 

understanding and knowledge of peoples’ race, religion and culture. Historical 

learning will offer equal interests and opportunities to both boys and girls and 

prepare them adequately for adult membership of a multi ethnic and 

multicultural society. 
 

Health and Safety; 
 

 All teachers, children and adults are expected to be aware of the need 

for safe working at all times.   

 All electrical equipment is regularly checked.   

 All  class trips  are  subject to full risk assessments which are included on 

the EVOLVE forms which must be  submitted to our EVC Coordinator and 

approved by the Head teacher or Assistant Head teacher and signed by 

all members of staff attending the trip.      
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