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Seahorse Class News 

Seahorse Class have been busy 
working on completing 

multiplications in Numeracy, 
and reading The Runaway 

Pancake in Literacy. We have 
also been learning about the 

life of L.S. Lowry and 
comparing industrial Lancashire 

to the Isle of Wight.  
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School News 

School re-opening on Monday. 
 

We look forward to welcoming all remaining children back to school on Monday! If your child is shielding 
(with a letter from the hospital/GP),  please inform school if you have not already done so, and your 
child's class team will contact you on a weekly basis as they do now, and also continue to upload 
resources on Google Classroom as well as providing physical learning packs.  
 
I send a letter out this week to all parents/carers which outlined procedures and protocols in line with the 
very latest guidance, but if anything is not clear or you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 
 
Best wishes,   
Julie. 

Yesterday (Thursday March 4th) was World Book Day. Here at Medina House we had a great day; reading 
our favourite books and dressing up as characters from literature. 
Many thanks to everyone who sent in a donation. Next week’s newsletter will feature some photographs of 
the children taking part in World Book Day and also the total amount we raised for charity. 

 
 
 

 

 

Science week begins next Monday (8th March).  

The theme this year is ‘Fascination’. Classes 
will be carrying out different activities within 
their own bubbles. There will then be a display 
of all their photos and activities in the 
corridor so that they can see what everyone 
has been up to. 

Red Nose Day is on Friday 19th March. The children 

have voted and have chosen to come to school with 

crazy hair! There will be a voluntary donation of £1 for 

this. Also, it was decided at a school council meeting that every 

class will come up with a class joke, these will then be made into 

a Medina House Joke Book which will be sold on Friday 19th for 

£1. All money raised on the day will go towards Comic Relief. 

Staff News 

We would like to say a big thank you and farewell to Julie (who works in 
Outreach). Julie has been at Medina House School for 26 years, in that time 

she’s worked in a variety of roles across the school.  

She has made such a huge difference to children and families, not just at 
MHS, but across the island too! 

We wish her a very happy and fulfilling retirement. 

For your diary 

Monday 12th April & 

Friday 23rd July are 

development days at 

MHS. 
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New lunch menu up until Easter  

 
 

Week beginning 8th March 2021 (Week 1) 
 

Monday 
 

Sausage,  mashed potatoes, veg and gravy 
 

Tuesday  
 

Macaroni & Cheese and Veg 
 

Wednesday 
 

Roast Chicken, stuffing, roast potatoes, veg and gravy 
 

Thursday 
 

Cottage pie, veg and gravy 
 

Friday 
 

Fish fingers, chips, beans and peas 
 
 

Week beginning 15th March 2021 (Week 2) 
 

Monday 
 

Sausage rolls, potato wedges and veg 
 

Tuesday  
 

Beef Bolognese, pasta and veg 
 

Wednesday 
 

Roast chicken, roast potatoes, stuffing, veg and gravy 
 

Thursday  
 

Chicken curry, rice and veg 
 

Friday 
 

Fish fingers, chips, beans and peas 
 
 

A selection of desserts will be available every day. 
 
 

Week beginning 22nd March 2021 (Week 1 again) 
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Family Support Worker 

On Thursday 25th March, I am planning a Virtual Coffee Morning for all parents! Starting at 10am.  

As you probably know, in order to attend these virtual meetings, you need to give permission for your email address 

to be shared with the other participants. If you have previously given permission in writing you will automatically be 

invited to the coffee morning on the 25th. If you would like to attend this coffee morning but have not given 

permission, you will need to email me, by 11th March, please. 

Thanks, Sammi 

skirkby@medinahouse.iow.sch.uk 

External Items 

A message from the Department of Education. 

Asymptomatic testing information for parents and adults in households with children at 

school or college. 

 

Undertaking regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing helps reduce transmission of the 

virus. Parents and other adults in households with children at school or college, who do not have 

symptoms, can now access regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing. This includes 

childcare and support bubbles. 

Tests are fast, easy and completely free. There are different ways for a household, childcare or 

support bubble to collect their test to take at home, twice-weekly: 

 through your employer, if they offer testing to employees 

 by collecting a home test kit from a local test site – anyone aged 18 or over can collect 2 

packs of 7 tests 

 by ordering a home test kit online – please do not order online if you can access testing 

through other routes, this frees up home delivery for those who need it most 

 

If you have any queries about the tests, and you live in England, please call 119 (free from 

mobiles and landlines). Lines are open every day from 7am to 11pm. 

Children of primary school age (and below) without symptoms are not being asked to take a 

test. 

Testing is voluntary, but strongly recommended to all who are eligible. Alongside the vaccine, 

washing hands, wearing face coverings, and maintaining social distancing, rapid testing plays a 

vital role in reducing transmission rates. Getting into the habit of regular testing as part of our 

everyday lives will help us all to play our part and do what we can to protect each other. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
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Availability of financial support for families in your communities who are struggling financially due to COVID-19 

 

As part of our connect4communities programme, and in addition to the funding distributed to childcare providers, 

schools and colleges for food vouchers and discretionary grants, we have provided Citizens Advice IW funding to 

help families and individuals with energy bills over the Winter period. Parents and carers can approach Citizens 

Advice IW for assistance with energy costs – gas, electric and water. 

Parents and carers can use these contact details - 

Telephone 01983 823859 or press the red button on http://islehelp.me/    

Please note that the team will complete a quick eligibility check and financial or other practical support will be 

provided to the family or individual seeking help. 

The eligibility criteria for this support - to heat homes - is wide-ranging to ensure the money is as accessible as 

possible and is as follows:  

Families with children: 

Families in receipt of benefits related free school meals 
Families including 16-18-year olds previously eligible for Free School Meals 
All children with a social worker 
All children open to Early Help 
All households with 2 - 4year olds accessing childcare and eligible for Early Years Pupil Premium 
Households with a young carer  
Those who it is believed will struggle to afford to heat their home adequately and/or maintain a reasonable 

standard of living this winter 
 

Households without children: 

Care leavers 
Households that have been identified as going into debt for the first time 
Households or individuals with no other way of obtaining funds, e.g. those who face choosing to pay either 

rent or bills (considered unmanageable debt)  
Those who it is believed will struggle to afford to heat their home adequately and/or maintain a reasonable 

standard of living this winter 
 

Support from this fund, distributed by the Citizens Advice IW, can take the form of: 

Pre-paid energy cards or the payment of a fuel bill on behalf of an eligible household  
 

Other sources of welfare support  

Local sources of other welfare support can be found through: 

Connect 4 Communities on Isle Find It https://islefindit.org.uk/item/connect4communities/  
Connect to Support Telephone Helpline and Connect to Support Online Resources: 
https://www.iow.gov.uk/council/OtherServices/Public-Health-Coronavirus-COVID-19/Advice1 

 

About connect4communities 

‘connect4communities’ is a programme of support provided by Isle of Wight Council, in collaboration with other 

agency, voluntary and charitable partners. It is funded by the Authority’s £2.89 million Covid Winter Grant from 

the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP). 

http://islehelp.me/
https://islefindit.org.uk/item/connect4communities/
https://www.iow.gov.uk/council/OtherServices/Public-Health-Coronavirus-COVID-19/Advice1
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Dates for your Diary 
 

Monday 8th to Friday 12th March—Science Week  

Friday 19th March—Red Nose Day 

Thursday 25th March—Parent/Carers’ Virtual Coffee Morning 

Easter Break 

Monday March 29th—Friday 9th April 

Monday 12th April—Development Day 

Children return to school on Tuesday 13th April 
 

Friday 23rd July—Development Day 

     NAME       CLASS             AREA OF ACHIEVEMENT 

Chelsea Seashell For exploring a new art technique and creating an 
amazing masterpiece, using both hands together to 
complete it. 

Brooklyn Dolphin For amazing use of her knife and fork, cutting her 
broccoli independently. 

Freddie Puffin For having lots of number block fun and enjoying his 
home learning. Well done, Freddie!  

Gabriel Jellyfish For wowing all the staff with his amazing hard work, 
including writing a fantastic story and completing 
tricky multiplications.  

Sophie & Logan Seal For doing amazing writing and for being good friends 
to all the other Seals. 

Lacey Stingray For participating with all the stories on book day!  

Lily Seahorse For settling back to school so well with enthusiasm 
and eagerness.   

Grace Starfish For identifying characters in the story of the 
Enormous Turnip, using switches.  

Harvey Shark For excellent independent work in Maths and Literacy.  

& Tilly Shark For being a good friend to children in our bubble at 
playtime.  

Drew Penguin For lovely turn-taking on the trampoline with one of 
his friends from Penguin Class. 

Flynn Turtle For reading all the topic word symbols and following 
his new schedule. 


